
I reported in last week’s Bridge that Lottie and I would be leaving on Monday of this week for our trip to Russia.  Later in the week, we learned that our trip has been postponed to the first week of July, so we will leave on July 2nd, appear in court on July 6th, and hopefully will return on July 9th.  Apparently, one bureaucratic detail was still undone and the judge feared that we would arrive in court on Thursday and be unable to proceed with the hearing.  I heard from Russia this morning that everything seems ready to go on July 6th.  We are excited to finally have a firm date for our trip, yet we are disappointed at the delay as well as the fact that I will be gone during Children’s Camp.

I find myself in one of those places in life where it is difficult to think about much else, and while a lot of things remain to be done I often feel like I struggle to do them very well.  That seems to happen with most things that require a lot of mental and emotional investment on our part.  We invest ourselves so deeply in some major event or shift in our lives (birth, wedding, surgery, new job, or new home) that it seems to consume all of our energy.  I told our case worker a few weeks ago that our bags are packed, emotionally speaking.  Now, to unpack and re-pack them again will be an exhausting experience.

I am beginning to better understand what Jesus meant when He said that we lose our lives by trying to save them, yet we find life by choosing to lose our lives for His sake.  And I have better grasp of His statement that we cannot be His disciple if we do not hate the things dearest to us; father and mother, spouse and children, brothers and sisters, or even our own lives.  Jesus knew that when we invest ourselves emotionally in something, we might give other things our attention but they tend not to get our very best.

I have always believed that Jesus was using exaggeration with the suggestion that we should hate our loved ones, in order to illustrate the depth of commitment required from a disciple.  We know how much we love those nearest to us, and our love for Christ should exceed that by several times.   But I am gaining a greater appreciation for the kind of investment that Jesus was calling for from His disciples.

If we invest ourselves in things that are less crucial than following Christ, then discipleship gets our leftover attention and we tend not to do it very well.  On the other hand, if we invest ourselves in being a disciple of Christ then that commitment seems to raise the level of everything else we do.


Preparation for our trip has required meetings, visa applications, flight arrangements, financial arrangements, dozens of telephone calls, and a multitude of other details.  Leaving any detail undone could severely jeopardize part of our trip.  I have to pause and ask myself if I characteristically pay as much attention to my spiritual journey.  Preparing ourselves to be a disciple requires consistent prayer, study, and worship.  Leaving spiritual disciplines undone severely hinders my ability to be an effective disciple.  Jesus wants our full attention, and He can only get it when we tend to the things that draw our soul close to Him.

I know that this process will end; we will bring our son home, and begin a new chapter in our lives.  I am also certain that all of the effort and waiting will be swallowed up in joy.  The same can be true for our spiritual lives.  All of the effort invested in prayer, Bible study, consistent worship, and sincere ministry can be swallowed up in the joy of walking in step with Christ as a true disciple.
