
A shrewd friend gave me this pearl of wisdom several years ago, “If you choose to climb into a pigpen and wrestle with a pig, don’t complain about the pig when you get muddy.”  I remembered that advice in light of the uproar over the now-infamous halftime incident at Sunday night’s Super Bowl.  If you were watching at home, which I fortunately was not, then you may have seen more of Janet Jackson than you planned.  I’ll spare the details, especially since they have been discussed over and over again.  For those of us who missed the original, the episode has been replayed endlessly on every newscast since early Monday morning, with some strategic alterations, of course.


And if you missed that, the Star-Telegram will treat you to two pictures on its Tuesday front page with a third inside the Sports section.  All of this has allowed the Entertainment Industry to ceaselessly discuss its favorite topic; itself.  I simply have to ask, “Given the fact that the halftime show was produced by CBS’ corporate partner MTV, why would anyone be surprised?”


Seriously, have you monitored MTV lately?  You don’t have to watch, just read the show titles in your local TV listings to get an inkling of what is going on there.  And if you do tune in for a while then you will quickly realize that Sunday night’s halftime incident is tame stuff.  Everyone involved has issued the required apologies “to those who were offended.”  This implies, of course, that something is wrong with anyone who would be offended.

You can easily figure out what is going on here.  Jackson, an aging pop star at 37, could never have paid for this much publicity.  Conveniently, her new CD will be released this spring and the first single went to radio stations last week.  Every cashed royalty check will ease any embarrassment caused by the auspicious, “wardrobe malfunction.”


As a football fan, I want to ask somebody, “Can we please have the Super Bowl back?”  But I’m afraid that horse has long left the barn.  As Jim Reeves wrote in Tuesday’s Star-Telegram, the entire day was R-rated from the commercials to every other part of the halftime show.  Why do people get arrested in our local parks for doing what entertainers are allowed to do on stage in front of 100 million people?  If you did at the Parks Mall what Justin Timberlake did to Janet Jackson, would you expect to get off with an apology?


The truth is that this is the world in which we now live.  We have helped create a culture addicted to excess, celebrity, and entertainment, and I’m afraid we are stuck with it.  Despite what happened, millions of people will tune in next time.  The Super Bowl is not the only thing that has been hijacked here

I am reminded of the words that Tony Evans delivered to a Promise Keepers meeting several years ago.  “If you want a better world, you need a better nation; if you want a better nation, you need a better state; if you want a better state, you need a better county; if you want a better county, you need a better city; if you want a better city, you need a better neighborhood; if you want a better neighborhood, you need a better home, and if you want a better home, then you need to be a better man.”


His point?  Don’t complain about the pig; stop climbing into the pig pen.  If we want a different world, we have to start with ourselves.  Perhaps Paul knew what he was talking about when he told the Philippians to dwell on things that were true, honorable, right, pure, lovely, of good reputation, excellence, and worthy of praise.  Unfortunately, our culture produces precious little of that.  So, we can begin to reclaim our world by focusing on the things that make us better.  If not, we can just complain about getting muddy.
