
Browning Ware served as pastor of the First Baptist Church of Austin for twenty-two years before his retirement.  During his years at FBC, Browning began writing a popular weekly column on faith for the Austin newspaper, the Austin American-Statesman.  He continued to write the column in retirement until his death in late 2002 at the age of 73.

For many people in Austin, Browning was the only religious voice that they knew.  He walked with them through many of the daily issues and problems of life and looked at them through the lens of faith in God.  Browning spent the last days of his life in the nursing home part of the Buckner Retirement Villas in Austin at the end of a lengthy struggle with cancer.  Typically, he met this crisis with realistic faith as hundreds of friends and readers of his column visited him.

One of my favorite Browning quotes from that period of his life is, “I want to be present for my living and my dying.”  He was not “ill at ease” with the unknown parts of his experience because even there he believed that he was known by God.  Even in the final days of his life, Browning wanted to be fully present, fully aware of what was happening to him.  “I don’t want to go out in a fog,” he said, “I want to be fully available to what God can provide me during this time.”

Browning had a keen sense of God’s presence.  Even in the midst of his physical suffering he found the opportunity to talk and pray with people who stopped by to see him, many of whom were looking for answers to their own situations.  Browning also learned the discipline of humility through allowing others to minister to him; a role that admittedly made him uncomfortable.

The Diary of a Modern Pilgrim is a collection of some of Browning’s columns, and they record his thoughts about some of life’s ultimate issues in a public forum.  I recently came across a quote from his book which says, “Our assignment: save the important things and let the rest go.  The priorities read like this: save persons in preference to things.  Save relationships rather than face.  Save memories before money.  And save eternity instead of time.”


I made a list of all of the things that I own, borrow, or encounter in my life that are intended to save time.  They were created for that purpose, or advertised for that purpose, or purchased with that purpose in mind.  On the other side of the page, I listed all of the things that I do to invest in eternity.  One list was longer than the other.  Can you guess which one?


I suppose that the same challenge could be focused upon relationships.  How much time and energy do I invest in trying to improve my relationships compared to the amount of time and energy that I invest in trying to make myself look good, be liked, or get my way?  Or, I could ask how many of my relationships are there because of a shared enrichment with another person compared to relationships that just benefit me?  Or, I could examine what I hold onto most tightly, and ask if those are the most important things.  You can ask yourself those questions, too.

A few weeks before he died, Browning said that he would sometimes get sentimental about his situation.  “I don’t mind dying, but I do regret not living a little longer.”  I am guessing that he no longer regrets not living longer, except that he wouldn’t mind continuing to have a positive influence upon others.

Jesus said that we should “lay up for ourselves treasures in heaven.”  What we save in life does matter.  Some things don’t last, but investments in people, relationships, memories, and eternity do.
