
The day before Lottie and I left for Russia in July we found ourselves childless for the last time in probably a long time.  Since we had everything ready for our trip we decided to spend a couple of hours taking in the new Steven Spielberg movie The Terminal.  The timing was somewhat suspect since we were about to leave on an international trip of our own, but the movie was highly recommended to us.

Tom Hanks stars in this film as an Eastern European man from the fictional country of Krakozhia visiting the United States for the first time.  He arrives at JFK International Airport in New York to learn that while in flight, his homeland became embroiled in a civil war and the government has been overthrown.  Without a legally recognized government, Victor’s passport is no longer valid and, for Victor at least, “America is closed.”  He cannot enter the United States and he cannot return to Krakozhia.  Caught in this diplomatic limbo, Victor must remain in the International Transit Lounge at JFK until his situation can be worked out.  The chief Homeland Security agent at JFK, Frank Dixon, sympathizes with Victor but sees him as a bureaucratic glitch.


Dixon would like for Victor to escape from the terminal so that he becomes someone else’s problem.  But Victor proves too honest for such an attempt, which only wears out his welcome with Dixon who becomes increasingly frustrated with this problem that he can neither control nor erase.  As weeks and months go by, Victor adapts to his situation and discovers a complex world within the terminal.  He makes friends, acquires a job, romances a beautiful flight attendant, prepares his “own place,” and becomes a favorite of those who freely come and go from the transit lounge each day.

The Terminal is a wonderful story of determination.  A man faced with an impossible situation makes the best of it and infects everyone around him with a new sense of optimism.  With the exception of Dixon, people cannot help but like and admire Victor for his determination.  They not only become his admirers, they find themselves impacted by his attitude.

I think that is the kind of influence that Christ wants us to have by being “salt and light.”  So many people in our world are tied down by their circumstances and they are drawn to people who have the power to rise above their circumstances.  As Christians, we can impact others by the attitude that we display, and the way that we respond to our circumstances.

The Terminal also speaks to the power of community.  Around Victor’s influence, quite different characters are brought together in friendship.  Each of them discovers the strength to take on new challenges and step into new opportunities.  Within the fellowship of a church, we can often find the strength to follow new challenges that God’s provides us.


The Terminal offers some interesting lessons about hope, perseverance, loyalty, trust, and faith.  It not only provides a couple of hours of entertainment, but valuable insight in the impact that one person can have upon others.


* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *


On a practical note, I want to mention that our Personnel Committee in consultation with the Finance Committee has decided not to seek a person for the Children’s ministry position at this time.  Hopefully, our financial position will improve in the future and allow us the opportunity to consider hiring someone for this role.  Until then, we will rely upon current staff and volunteers to lead that part of our ministry.
