
I was reading an internet conversation about some recent public statements concerning politics and Christianity the other day.  I should tell you that these “conversations” take place as people “post messages” in response to one another, sort of like pinning them up onto a bulletin board.  You can scroll down this “cyber bulletin board” reading what everyone has had to say on that particular topic.  So, the conversation can go on for days as several people chime in with their opinion.

Specifically, this conversation revolved around the claim of some members of one political party that their party alone represents the true ideals of Christian faith.  On this particular topic, someone finally jumped in to say, “I can’t wait for the Second Coming so that Jesus can clear His name.”  Theological considerations aside, I had to chuckle at his sarcasm and admit that I share some of his exasperation.  And he made me wonder, does Jesus need to clear His name?  We like to think of Jesus’ return as a time of triumph and celebration as He claims the Church as His own for eternity.  But, do you think He might need to take a few moments to clear up a few misunderstandings and make a few disclaimers?

For example, in the summer of 1212, a 12-year old from Cloyes, France named Stephen was supposedly approached by a beggar who claimed to be a poverty-stricken Crusader returning from Palestine. Stephen gave him a little bread, whereupon the beggar revealed himself to be Jesus Christ, handed the boy a letter to give to the king of France, and told him that he was to lead the next Crusade.  This led to a series of events allegedly resulting in thousands of children marching to reclaim the Holy Land from the infidel Turks.  They believed that the children would march into Jerusalem and the Turks would be so overwhelmed by the innocence of the Crusaders that they would lay down their arms and surrender the Holy Land to the Christians.  Many of the children died on the journey while others were reportedly captured and immediately sold into slavery.

Surely, Jesus would want to point out that not only was He not the beggar who approached young Stephen, but that He would not assign children to such a cruel and ridiculous fate.  Or, consider the better-documented Spanish Inquisition that lasted from 1478-1808 in which almost 325,000 people were executed by burning and countless others died from torture in order to purify religious faith.  Perhaps Jesus would want to clear his name on that as well.

I am being a little sarcastic, of course.  Jesus does not really need to defend Himself, but His name has often been used by those who want to further their own cause.  If we fast-forward to the 21st Century then we can find those who claim to have the pure and true interpretation of faith, yet demonstrate no realistic evidence that Jesus is really in control of their actions.  It seems to me that if we really believe that heaven is a place of glorification, wouldn’t we want to start practicing for it ahead of time?  Maybe, just a little bit?  When Paul said that, “We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a moment…,” did he mean that we have to wait until then to get started?

Seriously, we spend so much effort protecting our own reputations that it seems we would want to protect Jesus’ as well.  If we expect to spend eternity living in fellowship with Jesus it makes sense that we would want to start acting like it now.  I look forward to, and believe in, the Second Coming as much as anyone else.  My goal is, not to leave Him with too much explaining to do when He comes.
